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SPIOTAL MERTING OF THD GITY OOUNOIL)
l Austin, Texas, January 5, 1940,

The City Council convened 4in special session, in the Council Room at the Municipal Building,
on Priday, January 5, 1940, at 2130 P« M., with Mayor Tom Miller presiding, Roll oall showed the 1‘
folloving members present; Councilmen Alford, Bartholomew, Gillis, Mayor Miller, and Councilman Yols;
absent, none. ' . T

A large delogation of citizens wae aleo present, 1 ‘
| The Mayor etated that the meeting was oslled for the purpose ©f a publio hearing on the proposed {
{ route for a bouwlevard down Shoal Oreel and Rulg Street, to be tuilt by the Oity of Austin in order 3
- ' to relleve traffic congestion around the State University; and the construction of a bildge over the
. Colorado Biver at Fannin Street by the State Highway Departments
ii Tor the information of thoee present, the Mayor then gave a summary of the negotiations that
i the City Council and the Chamber of Oommerce had had with the State Highway Department relative to
'I the pecuring of & bridge over the Colorado River on the west side, and the provention of a by-pass
. around Augtin which the State Highway Depertment was ocontemplating, the result of such negotiatione
: being the proposed site for the bridge and boulovard under consideratione
The meeting wae then thrown open to discussion, and the following npersone were heard, pro and con

on the matter, substantially as followss.

tr. B4 Olerk, Attorney for Dr, James T, Paul Robison, Messrs. John H, Nash, Faul Bolton, and
R, We Byram, property owners in the Shoal Ureelc area, protested the proposed route for the boulevard
| on the gzjoundu that it would do Arreparable injury to their property, that, for practical purpoaes
would deetroy the enjoyment of Pease Parls, that from an economic standpoint would cost the Oity more |

to buy the right of ways along Rulz Street and the Shoal Oreel area than to route the boulevard along

the railroad in the western part of the oity or to continuve the highway down Oongress Avenue and the

. City build the bridge, that traffic hagard would be increased in the House Parlk and the Pease and |
| _the High School areas, and that no harm would be done the business interests of the City for the pro= \
U posed highway te byepass the Oity, citing the Qity of Houston in support of this last contention. |

H He further declared that the people affected had not had due notice of the proposed routes . r
: In reply to Mr. QOlark's statements, Dr. Goodall Wooten, past president of the Chamber of Commerce,
i told the meeting that in 1935 the Btate Highway Department attempted to by-pass the City on both sides
and tho Chamber of Commerce, in an attempt to prevent this, gave nobtice to the business men and

citigens of Austin to attend a meeting to be held at tho State Highwey Department, and that in response

to thils notice only eight citizens appearsd; that the matter wus there thraghed out pro and con, and, f
| az a oompromige, the Chamber of Oommerce accepted the Shoal Oreclk route, not because they wanted it |‘
but because it wus the best that they could do.

Mr. 3o Jo Ruport, a resident of South Austin, stnted that as President of the South Austin Civio !
flub he worked in conjunction with the Ohambor of Commorce on the highway plan mentioned by Dr.Weoten |
and that he knew the matter had roceived a great desl of publicity; and ho further stated that the
yoople of the South Bide favor the bridge at the proposed asite, and that another bridge for the east
eide would como later.

Mr. Mo He Crockett submitted a written statement at length, showing his reasons for favoring
the location of the bridge at the designated site on the west eide, declaring that it was the next
best thing tohavingthe Congress Avenue Bridge widened, which the State Highway Department wus not
in favor ofs

--Mrse Jo We McClendon opposed the proposlition, declaring that she owns two bloocks on Shoal Creek

Boulovard and does not wish to see the same commerciallzed,
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Dr. Tredorick W, Xby, whose rosidenco overlooks the proposed boulevard, oppesed the propoaition
onn the grounds: that 1¢ would increase the hasard for the traffic orossing Shoal Oresk from tho northe
wel‘corn. section of the City, that thim aron is nooded for a park for Univeralty of Texas students, and
that to put a commercial line there would destroy the finost and most beautiful driveway in the City,
declaring that Shoal Oroek Boulevard is to the Qity of Austin what beautiful Rock Creek Boulavard is
to the Oity of Washington, D. C,

J‘ﬁdso John Y. Hornsby gave a history of the building of the Congross Avenuo Bridge by the Commiss-
loners Qgurt during hle tenure of office as County Judge, deolaring that there nover had boen any [
quostion about ite boing the property of the County of Travis, %

Mr. Pred Adams stated that when he came to the meeting ho wae undecided whether ho favored or F
opposed the proposed route, that he did lmov, howover, that the Btate Highway Department wated a by-pass |‘
route and only favored this route as & compromise with tho Olty of Austing but that, it having been
ahpwn to him since coming to the meeting that the proposed alternative route along the railroad and
other routes were not femsible, he wished to withdraw any obJections he may have had to the propesed i
route in question,

Dr. Do Ko Brace also stated that he did not lnow whether he favored or opposed the route in question,
but declared that vhatever is done there should be done with the guarantee that it will be a beauty
epot and not & traffic hazarde Me asked that the Od.t_y Oouncll go on rocurd as favoring a charter amend-
megt prohibviting any cormercialisation of Shoal Oreek Boulevards J

/14 ' Mra., Jas. R Hamilton stated that as a property owner along the proposed route, she wanted to ;

- agsure the City Oouncil of her full cooperation in the matter, whether the esame will be advantageous .

§6 her intorests o note J
1)
Hre We Ty Caswell, appearing individually and not as an officlal of the Parlt Board, declared in

favor of the proposed route.
Mr. As 8, Bull, representing various organigations, declarcd that another bridge across the
Colorado River was imperative, and plead for cocperation in seouring the half million dollar strusture
under coneideration, without increased taxation, rather than the building of same by the City of Auastin j
to be paid for by the taxpayerse |
Mrs Qe Ae Schutze declareds that another dridge over the Celorado River was th most urgent need
of the City, that the proposed route downlﬁhoal Creok Boulevard would alleviate traffic congestion by
giving another outlet for traffic from Bryker Wooda and other additions to the north, that 1t had been
shown that the propoesed altornato route down the railrcad was not feasible from an economic standpoint,
that public sentiment would alvays prevent any commeroialisation of the Shoal Creek ﬁney and the
beautification of samo from 12th to 29th Streots over the proposod route would give the Olty of Austin
ono of tho groatest mesets in tho United States, and that he, with others, would favor a charter
amendment to the effect that Bhoal COreok ocould never be commercialiszed,
Dr, Goo. Y. Stocking, whose residence also overlooks Shoal Crosk Boulevard, doolared: that the
main issue was the building of a bridge over the Colorado River, that he was not convinced that a
change in the route would Jeopardize this proJject, and that he believed a mistoke had boen made in
the matter, expressing the hope that the City Council had not so solidified its views that it would
not be willing to give roconelderation to the question.
Mrs. Geo. W. Stocking opposed the proposed route on the ground that it would interfere with the
use of the pariz by the children of the City, and asked that another street be selected where the
hazard would not be so great.
Mr. James R. Allen, who lives at 1000 West 33rd Street, atated that the proposed route would take
in most of his 1ittle home, which was doubly dear to his wife and him because their children .were

&ll born thers and one son was burned to death trying to save 1t, but that he had rather give this
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1ittle homo than see Austin by-passed - for the taking of business out of Austin means a loas of businees
to _the working man - und, further, that he would not stand in tho way of progrees.
Mr. Paul H. Pfeifor stated thot another bridge over the Oclorado River is badly needed to rolleve
local traffic, and pointed out that tho groatest trend in tho City's growth is to the north and wests
Mr, John H, Nash ptuted that he wanted the bridge, but did not want to eeo Shoal Creck Boulevard
commorcialized.
Mr. B4 Clark stated further that, it having been shown that the route propoeed along the Misaourl
Pacifio Railroad in weet Auertin wae not feasible, he wished to suggest that the bridge be built at
Baat Avenvue instead, as it would relieve local traffic more than would & bridge at Darton Springs oroese
ing, and that a by-pass down Dast Avenue would harm business very iittle,
The Olty Manager adviged the meeting that, in regard to the Bast Avenue route, 1f a change wore
made now the Highwey Department would cancel the appropriation, which it has taken five years to get,

and that 4% would probably teke another five years to secure one for Bast Avenue.

Mayor Miller stated to the meeting that it was the intention of the present City Oounocil to preserve
intact the residential character of Shoal COreek Boulevard, and suggested that such a provision might
be incorporated in an amendment to the City Charter, thereby assuring its permanencys

Councilman Bartbolomew thanked the large crowd present for their interest in the matter by coming
to the moeting, and went on record as promising his best efforts as Counollman to maleing the proposed
boulevard more beautiful than 41t is todoy. He stated that he was not sold on this route either, but
that, apparently, 1t was the best that could be found, and declared that he would not sit in the Council
and capt his vote to put a by-pase around Austin, either east or west, oiting as an example of what
such a by-pass would do for business hore, Highway No. 66, which by-pesees Auotin, carrying trucks
from the Valley to pointe north.

Councilman Gillis went on record as favoring tho proposed route because it will be used by local
traffic far more than by outwof=town traffics

A written commanioation from Howard W. McKean, property owner at the southwest corner of Sixth

and Fannin Streets, stating that he would not oppose the proposed route, was received and filede

The meeting then recessed at 6300 Fe Me

Approved

Attesty
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